
The Other Campaign - a radical, working class 
alternative to party politics and elections... 

Our aim is to build a loose network of anti-capitalist, libertarian groups and 
individuals who believe that: 

1) Politics must be liberated from the rotten influence of politicians and 
bureaucrats. As individuals we must take back control over of our lives 
and not allow power to be exercised on our behalf. 

2) The anti-working class agenda of our corrupt political elite (such as 
the imminent wave of public sector cuts) will not be defeated through 
the ballot box, but on the streets and picket lines. 

In response to the inevitably grotesque spectacle of the upcoming General 
Election campaign in the UK, we will promote ideas including: 

• direct action 
• working-class anti-fascism 
• mutual aid 
• solidarity 
• non-hierarchical community/workplace activism 

 

Don’t play the politiciansDon’t play the politiciansDon’t play the politiciansDon’t play the politicians’’’’    game!game!game!game!    

Don’t listen to Don’t listen to Don’t listen to Don’t listen to any of any of any of any of their their their their lieslieslieslies!!!!    
Across Liverpool, as the rest of the country and the world, workers are 
under attack. When politicians and bosses talk about making “cuts” and 
“savings” to preserve the economy, they really mean shoring up their own 
profit and privilege at our expense. 

The banks received £1.3 trillion in bailouts. The very people who brought 
the economy to its knees received million pound bonuses. The workers, on 
the other hand, received pay cuts, pay freezes, job losses, and the 
decimation of industry, infrastructure, and public services. 

This is not the result of just one political party. 

Whilst it is the Labour government that dragged us into this crisis, the 
Tories set the stage with Thatcherism and the utter destruction of unions. 
The Liberal Democrats, waiting on the sidelines, have promised to be even 
more ruthless than both of them. 

It is a clear fact that whoever wins, we lose. This is nothing less than a class 
war, waged by the rulers against the workers. We cannot simply sit here 
and take it – we need to fight back! 

But we cannot do that at the ballot box. The anti-working class agenda of 
the political elite must be defeated on the streets and picket lines. 

DON’T VOTE – ORGANISE! 



What do elections mean to working class people? 

The answer, in short, is not a lot. 

Labour, the Lib Dems, and the Conservatives all represent the same right-
wing consensus of socialism for the rich and capitalism for the poor.  and 
the race to see who can cut services, bash workers, and scapegoat 
immigrants the hardest. Third parties such as the BNP, UKIP, et al. orbit at 
the extreme-right of this narrow political spectrum, feigning radicalism 
when really they can only offer the worst bits of the last two decades, and 
harder.  

The Greens may seem a feasible alternative, but the centre-left's "green 
capitalism" offers only the thinnest veil of reform over a corrupt system. 
Beyond that, we have an abundance of Trotskyite "vanguard" parties for 
whom navel gazing is the only distraction from creating front groups and 
selling newspapers, and single-issue parties which serve no useful purpose 
whatsoever. 

The alternative – direct action 

People have power in numbers. Instead of playing the politicians’ game, 
we need to organise the fight back within our own workplaces and 
communities. 

In April 2009, parents occupied Lewisham Bridge primary school to protest 
the local council’s closure plans. Despite court injunctions and eviction 
attempts, they held out until August. As a result, the council reversed its 
decision and announced that the school would stay open. 

In the 1980s, the people of Britain stood together against Margaret 
Thatcher’s Poll Tax. It was not votes or petitions that brought down this 
unjust tax, but a mass campaign of non-payment, backed by a general 
strike in the public sector. Liverpool was a leader in this fight, with literally 
thousands of people playing their part in making the Poll Tax uncollectable. 

In 1911, Liverpool ground to a standstill as all transport workers went on 
strike. Faced with wage reductions and price increases, 70,000 people took 
part in the greatest industrial action the city has ever seen. Despite 
violence and repression by police, three months of action saw enormous 
victories for workers on hours, pay, and conditions. 

Ordinary people have won great victories by organising themselves for 
direct action. Every great leap forward, from the end of child labour to the 
equal status of women, has been won without recourse to the vote. 

Time and again ordinary people, passionate about their cause and willing 
to fight, have won against seemingly impossible odds. 

 

http://www.workersliberty.org/story/2008/02/22/socialism-rich
http://libcom.org/library/stop-bnp-stop-real-bigots
http://libcom.org/library/stop-bnp-stop-real-bigots
http://www.greenleft.org.au/1999/364/18656
http://www.greenleft.org.au/1999/364/18656
http://worldtruthcoalition.org.uk/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1
http://worldtruthcoalition.org.uk/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1



